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EDITORIALS. 

The Fiftieth Anniversary of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, to be celebrated in Boston in August next, 
is an occasion when every naturalist in the country will wish to join 
with his coworkers in other departments of science in celebrating 
fifty years of scientific activity in America. 

Glancing at the history of the association, we find that in 1840 
a number of geologists and naturalists of the several state geo- 
logical and natural history surveys met in Philadelphia for the 
purpose of discussing the results of their investigations. At this 
gathering it was determined to organize an Association of Geologists 
and Naturalists. Edward Hitchcock, State Geologist of Massachu- 
setts and President of Amherst College, was elected president of the 
association. Annual meetings were held until 1847, when at the 
meeting held in Boston it was decided to enlarge the scope of 
the organization so as to include all branches of science, and to 
reorganize under the name of American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science. Boston, therefore, has the honor of being the birth- 
place of the present association, although the first regular meeting was 
held in Philadelphia in 1848. At this meeting Prof. William B. 
Rogers presided as chairman of the old association, and introduced 
Prof. W. C. Redfield as the first president of the new association. 

The year 1898 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the organization 
of this association, and the city of Boston was naturally chosen for 
the celebration of this anniversary. It is the intention of the officers 
of the several sections to bring out in their programmes, as far as 
possible, summaries of the progress and achievements of science 
during the past half century. The Preliminary Programme of Sec- 
tion A, which is already printed, carries out this idea by including 
" Reports on Recent Progress (accompanied with statements of the 
' standing problems '), prepared at the special invitation of the 
officers and committee, ' with a view to obtaining at this anniversary 
meeting such a survey of the field as may lead to a possible coopera- 
tion of effort.' " 

The subject of the address of Prof. Wolcott Gibbs as retiring 
president is : " Some points in theoretical chemistry." 

The vice-presidential addresses will be as follows : Vice-President 
Barnard before Section A, " Development of astronomical photog- 
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raphy " ; Vice-President Whitman before Section B, " On the percep- 
tion of light and color " ; Vice-President Smith before Section C (to 
be announced later) ; Vice-President Cooley before Section D (to be 
announced later) ; Vice-President Fairchild before Section E, 
" Glacial geology in America " ; Vice-President Packard before 
Section F, " A half century of evolution, with special reference to 
the effects of geological changes on animal life " ; Vice-President 
Farlow before Section G, " The conception of species as effected by 
recent investigations on fungi " ; Vice-President Cattell before Sec- 
tion H, " The advance of psychology " ; Vice-President Blue before 
Section I, " The historic method in economics." 

The first step toward extending an invitation to the association to 
hold its Jubilee Meeting in the city of its birth was taken by the 
Boston Society of Natural History. The suggestion of this society 
secured the immediate and hearty cooperation of His Excellency 
Governor Wolcott and of His Honor Mayor Quincy, and was followed 
by invitations from the various scientific and educational institutions 
of Boston and vicinity. 

The officers of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and of 
the Boston Society of Natural History have generously placed their 
halls and rooms at the disposal of the association, and thus accommo- 
dations will be furnished for all sections and for general sessions in 
three closely adjoining buildings. 

The Local Committee, of which the governor of the Common- 
wealth is the honorary president, and thirty-one presidents of col- 
leges or scientific institutions are the honorary vice-presidents, 
includes over three hundred other prominent citizens of Boston and 
vicinity. This committee has been organized into special committees 
for the furtherance of the arrangements for the meetings, which are 
to be carried out in a generous and most cordial manner. 

The programme for the week as prepared by the permanent sec- 
retary, with the cooperation of the Local Committee, is substantially 
as follows : 

Saturday, August 20. Meeting of the Council. 

Monday, August 22. General Session in Huntington Hall at 
10 a.m. President Gibbs will call the meeting to order and intro- 
duce the president-elect, Prof. F. W. Putnam. Addresses of wel- 
come by the governor, the mayor, and the president of the Institute 
of Technology. Reply of President Putnam. General business and 
adjournment of the session for the organization of the sections. In 
the afternoon the nine vice-presidents will deliver their addresses 
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before their respective sections. These have been grouped under 
the hours of 2.30, 3.30, and 4.30, thus making it possible for a mem- 
ber to be present at three of the addresses. In the evening Dr. 
Gibbs will deliver his address as retiring president ; this will be fol- 
lowed by a reception given by the Local Committee to the members 
and guests of the association. 

Tuesday, August 23. This day will be given to meetings of the 
sections, from 10 a.m. At the close of the afternoon session there 
will be an excursion to Longwood Hotel, Middlesex Fells. In the 
evening Dr. Thomas Dwight, at the Harvard Medical School, will 
lecture on " The variation in human bones, with illustrations from 
the collection of the Medical School." 

Wednesday, August 24. On this day the association will be the 
guest of the Essex Institute in Salem. In the morning members 
will leave Boston by train or steamboat for the Salem Willows, where 
a fish chowder will be served. In the afternoon visits will be made 
to places of historic and scientific interest. Several other excursions 
are planned for this day. In the evening illustrated lectures on 
the Boston Park System and Metropolitan Water Supply will be given 
in Huntington Hall. 

Thursday, August 25. This day and evening will be given to 
meetings of sections. Late in the afternoon there will be an 
excursion through the parks to the Arnold Arboretum, with refresh- 
ments at Franklin Park. At 9 p.m. the Committee will meet to elect 
the officers and to determine the place of meeting for the next year. 

Friday, August 26. By invitation of the President and Fellows, 
the association, will be the guest of Harvard University. At 10.30 
and at 11.30 the officers of the scientific departments of Harvard 
will give brief addresses explanatory of their respective departments. 
At noon luncheon will be served in Memorial Hall. The afternoon 
will be given to visiting the several departments of the University 
and places of historic interest in Cambridge. At 6 p.m. tea in the 
Hemenway Gymnasium. At 8 p.m. President Eliot will deliver an 
address in Sanders Theater. 

Saturday, August 27. Concluding General Session at 10 a.m., 
followed by meetings of the sections. In the afternoon there will 
be excursions to the Riverside Recreation Grounds, Wellesley 
College, and by boats on the Charles to Norumbega Tower ; also to 
Lexington and Concord. In the evening the sections will hold their 
closing sessions. 

Monday, August 29. Excursions to the White Mountains, Plymouth, 
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Provincetown, Woods Holl, Newport, Clinton, and Lawrence Experi- 
ment Station, and to other minor points. 

During the association week and the days immediately preceding, 
several affiliated societies will meet in Boston, including the Ameri- 
can Forestry Association, Geological Society of America, American 
Chemical Society, Society for the Promotion of'Agricultural Science, 
Association of Economic Entomologists, Botanical Club of the 
Association, American Mathematical Society, Society for the Pro- 
motion of Engineering Education, American Folk-Lore Society, 
National Geographic Society, and Botanical Society of America. 

Many foreign scientists have been invited to take part in the 
meeting, and it is hoped that the war will not prevent them from 
being present. 

In his circular letter to members of the association, Professor 
Putnam, the president-elect, who has been permanent secretary for 
twenty-five years (and to whom all readers of the Naturalist are 
indebted as one of its founders, and the man who for several years 
carried the principal burden of its publication), makes the following 
statement: "There are in every community many men and women 
engaged in scientific work who should be invited to join the associa- 
tion, and there are many more qualified to become members who 
would find in the meetings of the association the very incentive they 
need to develop their love of scientific work. I earnestly appeal to 
every member to make known the objects and character of the asso- 
ciation, and to aid in securing such an increase of membership as 
shall make this fiftieth anniversary a marked event in the history of 
the association." Certainly there are many readers of the Naturalist 
who will desire to join the association and take part in this most 
interesting and important meeting. 

Card Bibliographies. — The greatest advance made in recent 
years in the methods of recording the literature of natural history is 
the card catalogue issued by the Concilium Bibliographicum of 
Zurich, Switzerland, of which Dr. H. H. Field is the energetic 
director. The bureau supplies on cards the titles of the current 
literature of Zoology, Physiology, and Anatomy. The price for the 
cards is so small that every professional man can afford to purchase 
this invaluable aid to work, and no library consulted by professional 
men should be without it. The great advantage of the card system 
does not appear in the first year of its existence, since bibliographies 
are also to be had in book form ; but when the literature of the last 
three, four, or twenty years is all arranged by subjects, and capable 



